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BIENNIAL REPORT

Tl'te Ba”ona and Malibu Creek Channel Watershcd was transferred
to the Santa (lara River Watershed

Section.

\/\/atcrshcd Sectiorx was created to
c]eveloP and imP]ement multiPurPose

Projects that incorporate new tech- When WMD formed, there were a

nologies and methodologies to meet
& S number of cxisting watershed-related

the Division’s watershed management ) o L
groups engaged in activities within the

Ba“ona and Malibu watersheds.
These incuded the Santa Monica
Ba9 Kestoration Frojcct, the Malibu
Creek Watershed Aclvisory Counci],
the Topanga Creel( Watersl—lec{
|| Committee,  and
the DPallona
Creek Kenais-

objectives incluc!ing flood hazard miti-

gation, water qua]it3 imProvements

(TMDL compliance>, water conser-

vation, and aesthetic enhancements of

our facilities.

lni’cia”g, the Section cov-

halibu
Creek

&

ered not only the Ba”ona
Creek and Malibu Creek

np?ngﬁ

man
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watersheds, but also the A S sance.  The new
H“"’Qq% [ Section began to
Dominguez (Channel, T o- Bap 4o
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panga Crcek, and other

in these activities,
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subwatersheds. Due to a

o o committees,  and
reorganization in the Divi- . :

Santa Monica Bay Watershed groups.
sion, the Dominguez

Mission

© S

To generate new ideas and Projects to imProve the

qualitg of life in the Santa Monica Ba3 Watershed
bg Providing rcsPonsive, egicientj and high qualitg

WATERSHED

Pub]ic service. This will be done througlﬂ watershed
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BALLONA AND MALIBU CREEK

management incorPorating flood Protection, water

conservation, water qua]ity imProvcmentsj and other

beneficial watershed imProvements




Accomplishments

The Section worked on a variety of watershed im- (General Fro]ects and Stuc{ies that were initiated:
e  Malibu Creek Watershed Management Area

Flan
. Las \/irgenes Creek Kestoration Studg
e North Santa Monica Bay White Faper
o [iving [ ightly Guide
o Ba”ona Creek Wet]anc]s Wa]kwaa Stuclg
Fropositions 12 and 13 (Grant Froiects that were ap- e Marina del Keg/ Ba”ona Creek Sediment
P]ied ancl/or awarded: Control Management Flan .

e BPallona Creek, ToPanga (Creek , and Manhat- o Dallona Wetlands Flapgates
tan Beach |_ow [Flow Diversions Froject s
. Ba”ona | itter Monitoring Frcject

Provement Prcjects made Possible through Partner—
shiPs and grant tuncling. The to“owing is a list of
Projects that are in various stages of P[anning studg,

concept deve]opment, or Prcject imPIementation

within the Ba“ona and Malibu Creek watersheds:

Tne Section worked c]ose]g with elected otticia]s,

R Ba”ona Creek\/\/atershec{ Management Plan Federal, State, and local agencies, environmental
o Metl—lodo]ogg for FrioritizingStructuralBMFS groups, and local businesses and residents to en-
Stuclg‘ hance the qualitg of life in the Malibu Creek, T o-
panga (Creek, Pallona Creek, other Rural and Ur-

ban Waterstxecls.

Frojects in the Ba”ona and Malibu Creek Watersheds

| as Virgenes (Creek Restoration Study

i ment, nonPoint source water Po”ution, urban

WMD is in the proc-

; " heat island effect, Passive recreation, and other
ess of deve[opxng re-

giona! ]eadership in flood

management PrOJects
ity of habitat restoration, along with Provicling

and programs that |

) , " the necessary level of flood Protection To

achieve multlple pur-

. sdate s

poses ancl benetlts. :

This stuclg Provides an o

opportunity to demon- Las Virgenes Creek

strate integrative aPProacl—les for flood manage-

ment that also consider habitat value and the intrinsic

sultant studg

value of the Creek in detmlng Place and communlt}j. )
is near com-

i he stucly examines oPPortunities for on-site rec- P]etion.

ommendations that address water resources manage-
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The Living |_ightly Guide

| he “Living Lightly Guide” publi-
cation was created bg the Malibu
(Creek Watershed Advisorg -
(Councils [ ducation 5ubcommit~ ey ;
tee. Tl-ie Resource Conservation
District of the Santa Monica

Mountains (RCD) is the lead
agency for the Acivisorg (ouncil.

Living Ligi—itlg in the Watersl-iecls.

|
is a bound resource guicie sent to|
neariﬂ 90,000 residents of the Santa Monica Moun~

tains.

Thc (Guide secks to educate residents on how their

evcryciag activities imPact the watershed and Proviclc
them with current contacts for more information.
SamP]e toPics include “green construction and re-

modeiing” and “outdoor education and volunteer op-

i

Portunities”. T he creation, C‘Ieve!oP~
ment, and coordination of the guide
Para”el many WMD goais in serving
as an educational tool for residents
in contributing to the health of a wa-
tersl‘ied, creating Partnersiﬂips
amongst organizations and govern-

mental agencies, inciucling the water-

shed cities (Malibu, Caiabasas,
West

Vil-

iage, and Agoura

educational require~ ;

ments of the National <
Pollutant Discharge .
I limination 53stem

(NFDLS) Permit.

Watcrsi'icd Area Fla ns

Ba”ona Creek \Natershecl Manag;ement F]an:

FPublic Works is partnering with |
the Santa Monica Bag Kesto- II‘
ration Fro_ject and Pallona
Creei( Renaissance to clevelop a P
Ba”ona Creek Watershed Man~
agement F]an with State Costa~
Machacio \Nater Act’s assis-
tance. | he ol)jectives are to M
conduct a comprehcnsive assess-
ment of the watershed’s eco]ogica! conditions and to
icicrxti% habitat restoration Potcntial and target areas
for source control of Po”utants of concern. Fub]ic
Works will strategica”y select and Prioritize cost-ef-
fective best management Practices for acl‘iieving a set

of water qua]itg imProvement/i'xabitat restoration

goals. A long~term, communitgi)aseci watershed

monitoring Plan, iclentiicging existing

Wanc{ Futurc Fun&ing sources FOF Plaﬂ

imPIementation will be develope&.

North Santa Monica Baq White
FaEer:

The “White Faper” is a report per-
taining to the North Santa Monica
Bag Watershed which includes

Malibu Creek, Topanga Creek, and
other Rural Santa Monica Mountains watersheds.

This area is su}:jcct to rcguiatorg rcquirements in-

c]uclirig the NFDES Permit, TMDIL s, and Assem-
i3|3 Bill 885. This report identified several issues

unique to these reiativelg undeve]oped areas. ]n
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order to meet rcclulatorg reciuiremcnts and face this
range of issues, the need for a regional compliance
Plan is clear. T his comPIiance Plan will be devc]oPecl

in the near future.

Malibu Creel( Management Area Plan Revision:

This Section Participated with Malibu (Creek Per-
mittees in the revision of the Malibu Creck Manage~

ment Area Plan. T he purpose of the revision is to

help the cities in the Malibu Creel( Watershed and
Fub!ic Works combine resources to fulfill the

NFDES Fcrmit requiremcn’cs bg developing consis-

tent programs andjoint inspection trainings. Topanga Canyon

Ballona Creek | itter Monitoring Froject

Tl’ve Count}j P]ans to install

250 catch basin trash reduction de-
vices and two CDS units to cap-

ture, analgzc, and characterize the
accumulation and removal of trash.
Thc monitoring will last for one year.
The monitoring result will be used in
future Projec’cs that capture or divert
trash from Pallona (Creck. The
knowledge gainec} will be invaluable

in our efforts to imProve the water

qua]itg of the Santa Monica Bag.

Rec{ucing clePositecl trash in Pal-
Continuous Deflective

lona (Creck and the Santa Monica Bag will Separator Unit and

imProve water qua[itg and ensure attainment Trash in Ballona Creek

of continued beneficial uses from these water
bodies. As more trash reduction BMF's are con-
structed, imProved water qualitg will benefit the health

omc ecosystem.
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Manhattan Bcach Low~ﬂow Diversion Froject

caPture a Portion of the first flush of a storm event.

This Projec’c includes the clesign, engineering, and

. . . Tl-le system can also serve as seconclary contaminant
construction of a clry-wcathcr diversion that connects

Storm Drain No. 286 to the | os Angeles Countg
Sanitation system for treatment. | he Primarg func-

to caPture undocumented wastes sucl—l as acciclental
sewage sPi”s, i”ega! orillicit discharges, animal wastes,

and overflowing or leaking sewage systems.
tion of the diversion system is to divert clrg weather & S &€ Y

low flow and to Low Flow Diversion
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LCSSO[‘IS Leamed

The Section has aggressive]g Pursueé grants to fund several Proposec{ Projects and studies that Provicle wa~

tershed enhancements. An cxample of lessons learned occurred when the Cit3 of | os Ange]es and Fublic
Wor‘(s aPP]iec{ for the same grant to divert dry weather low flow to the nearbg sewer sgstem from the same storm
drains. Duplicating efforts resulted from lack of communication with the Citg. |n order to minimize or eliminate
the Possibilitg of overlapping efforts, the Section will increase our coordination efforts with all levels of govern-
ment, as well as the local communitg groups. This has been a valuable lessoned learn that can assist us in bet-

ter serving the watershed in the future.

Future

Tlﬂe Section will continue to Proactively address water qualitg regulations established and/or to be estab-

lished for the watershed. This may include taking the leadersl—wip role in organizing, the responsible agencies
and stakeholders to address future T MDD s where the County is the lead agency. |n addition to the existing
resPorxsibilitics, the future role of the Ba”ona and Malibu Watershed managers would include Projcct man-
agement duties begoncl concept development througl—l a collaborative effort with the stakeholders. T he ex-

tended resPonsibilit9 will ensure a seamless transition from the conceptual Phase to the Prcﬂect cle!iverg Phase.
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